12 


THE TRAGEDY OF WESTERNIZATION 


by Shinn Yamamoto 


Westernization means that non-westean civilization 
accepts western ideas, institutions and technology. 
This socio-cultural phaenomen has appearead in the 
non-western world from two or three centuries ago. 
Leaving it as it is without reflection or resistance, it 
may lead to perfect westernization, that is, the suicide 
of non-western civilization. For western civilization 
will penetrate to all parts of the non-West and dis- 
turbs the unity of the indigenous civilization and 
finally may lead us from the present disintegration 
to dissolution. 

But westernization is inevitable for us. At least, as 
for technology, it is so. Japan attempted to accept 
only western technology prudently. It was the aim 
of ‘“ Wakonyosai” (Japanese soul with western Tech- 
nology). But it is impossible to accept only techno- 
logy and reject the rest. The Japanese soul has 
been affected by the western soul. It was the spritual 
sistuation of our intelligentsia in the Taisho Era. 
The reaction to it broke out in the Pacific War. 
It was not fertile, for it was an archaistic and anti- 
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foreign politico-moral movement. If it were purely 

v7 cultural, Buddhism would have been selected among 
the cultural heritages. Unhappily, Shintoism was 
chosen as the leading principle. It was sterile. We 
were defeated on the battlefield of resistance against 
westernization. 

Then we realized, that westernization was the ine- 
vitable current and that it was very difficult to resist 
this current. But we can not stop resisting. The 
modernization of the non-west is something beyond 
westernization and its process is very tortuous. If we 
are not creative, we may be assimilated to western 
civilization. But if we are vital and creative, we 
may have a narrow escape. We must find a creative 
way. 


